
The New Primary 
National Curriculum

What it means for the children
How this will be reported 
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The old National Curriculum was a 
level based curriculum

 The levels were used to benchmark a 
national expectation at the end of Ks1,   Ks 2 
and Ks3

 For the end of Ks1 level 2 was the expected 
standard
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This produced an expected learning 
journey for all children
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The curriculum was content driven with an 
assessment focus on knowledge.
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Features of the new Primary 
Curriculum

 It is not level based. 
 It is harder, some key concepts and skills were in 

higher age groups in the old curriculum. 
 Whilst it delivers content its assessment is based on 

the children’s level of understanding and ability to 
apply their knowledge, this is termed as mastery.

 Expectations for progress are consistent across the 
key stages.
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It is harder
 Elements of the new curriculum have previously been taught in 

different year groups. 
 The impact of this in its first years is significant. Children will 

have apparent ‘gaps’ in their learning as they won’t have covered 
the whole curriculum in previous years.

 These gaps will impact on their overall assessment.
 Staff are working hard to form a picture of what the children need 

to achieve.
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The apparent impact on progress and 
attainment of the new Primary 
Curriculum
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The apparent impact on progress and 
attainment of the new Primary 
Curriculum
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No levels
Levels have been replaced by the an Age Related 

Expectation (ARE).

Each child’s learning journey will be somewhere along 
this journey. The Easter report will communicate our 
prediction of where the child will be at the end of the 
academic year, the end of year report will communicate 
their actual outcome.
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No levels

 Under the previous curriculum the children 
moved through the levels as the knowledge 
was gained.

 Within the new curriculum the children are 
expected to be able to demonstrate a 
mastery of the curriculum.

 All children will still learn at different rates and 
the curriculum will reflect this.

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

http://www.novapdf.com/
http://www.novapdf.com/


The report format

Attitude; 1- Above expected, 2 – Expected, 3 – Below expected
Expected end of year attainment (against year group expectations)
A – Mastery B – Achieved, C – Mostly Achieved, D - Working towards

DCBAAttainment

321Attitude

Writing target

DCBAAttainment

321Attitude

Reading target

English
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The report format
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Reception Year
 Assessment for YR is based upon the Early 

Learning Goals within the Early Years Foundation 
Stage.

 These are identified as milestones in the 
development of each child.

 The children have been working towards these since 
the start of pre school.

 Your child’s progress towards the learning goals will 
be a part of the Spring term report you will receive.
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Reception Year
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Questions and feedback
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