PUDDLETOWN CE VC FIRST SCHOOL
ASSESSMENT POLICY
1 Introduction

1.1 We believe in ‘Assessment for Learning’. This is the process of seeking and interpreting evidence for use by learners and their teachers to decide where the learners are in their learning, where they need to go and how best to get there. This allows us to base our lesson plans on a detailed knowledge of each pupil. We give parents regular reports on their child’s progress so that teachers, children and parents are all working together to raise standards for all our children.

2 Aims and objectives

2.1 The aims and objectives of assessment in our school are:

· to actively involve children in formative assessment of their own work and that of their peers through a variety of strategies.

· to show changes in the children’s attitudes to learning and in their motivation, self-esteem, independence, initiative and confidence.

· To use targeted, in-depth marking of children’s work and differentiated questions as a valuable source of Assessment for Learning

· to enable our children to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in their work;

· to help our children understand what they need to do next to improve their work;

· to allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child;

· to provide regular information for parents that enables them to support their child’s learning;

· to provide the head teacher, governors and subject leaders with information that allows them to make judgements about the effectiveness of the school.

3 Planning for assessment

3.1 We use the new National Literacy Framework, new National Numeracy Framework, the Foundation Stage Profile and the national schemes of work produced by QCA to support our teaching. We use the assessment guidance in these schemes to help us identify each child’s level of attainment. In addition to this we assess and plan pupils next steps through the use of the recently introduced APP reading writing and maths materials. For RE we use REsearch, the Dorset Agreed syllabus. In Reception a profile of attainment is built up over the year for each child. Each early learning goal is assessed.

3.2 We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives. We base these upon the teacher’s detailed knowledge of each child. We strive to ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to each child’s level of ability. Our lesson plans make clear the expected outcomes for each lesson. We make a note of those individual children who do not achieve at the expected level for the lesson, and we use this information when planning for the next lesson. We also keep this information as a record of the progress made by the class. 

We carry out assessment tasks in mathematics, reading and writing each term, as well as at the end of a topic and record a best fit level for each child. 
4 Target setting

4.1 We set targets in mathematics, reading and writing for all our children during each academic year. We discuss individual targets with the children through the use of target cards for Literacy and Numeracy – these inform them of their current achievements and next steps.  These targets are also sent home to parents so they have the opportunity to focus on them in their child’s Home Learning activities. We review the progress of each child at the end of each term and set revised targets. 

4.2 We may set targets for other areas of work in school which relate to their work, behaviour or social development.

5 Recording

5.1 We recognise various methods of assessing a child’s learning. The type of assessment that we make varies from subject to subject. We think that it is unnecessary to keep a formal record of all these assessments; we record only information that affects future learning. 
The teacher’s record a termly level of attainment for each child in writing, reading and mathematics this is in accordance with the APP guidelines. They use this information to set a target for achievement for the end of the next term.

5.2 We plan our lessons with clear learning objectives. For the core subjects this will include differentiation; the foundation subjects may be differentiated by outcome.

5.3 We take the objectives for individual lessons from the broad learning objectives within the school’s curriculum plan. These in turn reflect the demands of the National Curriculum or the Foundation Stage Profile. Our teachers record the progress of each child against these broad objectives. This enables them to make a judgement about the work of each child in relation to the National Curriculum or Foundation Stage level of attainment. This allows us to monitor the progress of each child. Each teacher passes this information on to the next teacher at the end of each year. 
6 Reporting to parents

6.1 We have a range of strategies that keep parents fully informed of their child’s progress in school. We encourage parents to contact the school if they have concerns about any aspect of their child’s work and we contact parents if we have any concerns. 

6.2 We offer parents an opportunity each term to meet their child’s teacher. In the Autumn term we discuss the targets that we have identified for their child. During the Spring term there is an opportunity for a progress check and in the Summer term there is a further opportunity to discuss the written report, if necessary.

6.3 During the summer term we give all parents a written report of their child’s progress and achievements during the year. In this report we also identify target areas for the next school year. We write individual comments on all subjects of the National Curriculum and on religious education. We invite parental feedback. 

7 Feedback to pupils

7.1 We believe that feedback to pupils is very important, as it tells them how well they have done and what they need to do next in order to improve their work. We have an agreed code for marking, as this ensures that we all mark in the same way.
7.2 We give children verbal feedback on their work whenever possible. We usually do this when the children are working during the lesson although we sometimes give feedback on a particular lesson at the beginning of the next one. When lesson time does not allow for verbal feedback, we write ‘closing the gap’ comments on the children’s work during marking. Children are then given guided group sessions to respond to these comments. We give written comments to children of all ages. 

7.3 When we give written feedback to a child, we relate this to the learning objective for the lesson. By so doing we make clear whether the objective has been met and we produce evidence to support the judgement. If we consider that the objective has not been met, we make clear why this was the case. In both cases we identify what the child needs to do next in order to improve future work.

7.4 We encourage the children to make constructive comments about their own work and the work of fellow pupils. We encourage older pupils to be the first markers of some pieces of work. 

8 Consistency

8.1 All subject leaders monitor examples of children’s work within their subject area. Subject Coordinators use the national exemplification and school based materials to make judgements about the levels of the children’s work. All our teachers discuss these levels, so that they have a common understanding of the expectations in each subject. By doing this we ensure that we make consistent judgements about standards in the school.

9 Monitoring and review

9.1 Our assessment co-ordinator is responsible for monitoring the implementation of this policy. We allocate special time for this vital task. The co-ordinator uses this time to inspect samples of the children’s work and to observe the policy being implemented in the classroom. 

9.2 Our Assessment Coordinator attends DASP Assessment Network meetings and training.
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